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In This Edition: 

 FERC order keeps Marketplace on track for 
March 2014 Go-Live 

 Go-Live Team formed, gives first approval 
for TCR Market Trials Phase II 

 Market System’s third release installed, 
undergoing testing for June 3 Market 
Trials 

 Market Trials Workshop for MPs 
scheduled May 1 at SPP 

 June 1 deadline looms for financial-only 
MPs interested in Day 1 Marketplace 
participation 

Key Dates: 

 January 7-March 28, 2013: Market Trials 
Connectivity Test Execution 

 January 14-September 27, 2013: TCR 
Market Trials 

 March 18-May 16, 2013: Data Exchange 
Certification 

 June 1, 2013: Financial-only new MP 
registration deadline 

 June 3, 2013: Structured/Unstructured 
Market Trials begin 

The latest from the Marketplace workstreams: Settlements specs, Markets, 
Portal MIPOs 

The Settlements workstream 
has posted updated technical 
specifications (WSDLs) to its 
project folder. The 
Marketplace Change Tracker 
includes brief descriptions of 
the changes and their 
migration dates to the 
Marketplace Sandbox and 
Market Trials environments. 
Contact the Settlements team 
with any questions. 

The ICCP Modeling and 
Validation project team has 
posted its Test Approach and 
an updated Member 
Impacting Project Overview 
(MIPO) for Change Working 
Group review. The latest 
MIPO includes updates to 
member requirements, 
impacts, and next steps. 
Contact Tennille Tims with 
any questions. 

Markets Systems has updated 
the Markets Web Services 
Data Exchange Guide to 
address discrepancies 
discovered in testing, 
documentation 
improvements, and updates to 
APIs used for Jointly Owned 
Units. The Marketplace 
Change Tracker includes brief 
descriptions of the changes 
and their migration dates to 
the Marketplace Sandbox and 
Market Trials environments. 
The team has also published 
version 3.0 of the Markets User 
Interface Business Rule 
Validations. Contact the 
Markets System team with any 
questions. 
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FERC order keeps Marketplace on track for March 2014 Go-Live 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) issued an order March 21 granting SPP's 
request for additional time to implement certain terms and conditions of FERC's original 
conditional approval of the Integrated Marketplace. 

FERC issued its initial conditional approval of the Integrated Marketplace on October 18, 2012. The 
order would have required SPP to make substantial changes on Go-Live in two areas: providing 
different compensation for generation resource frequency regulation, and implementing real-time 
market coordination with Midwest ISO (MISO). 

SPP responded with a request for rehearing in November that asked FERC to reconsider its 
October 18 order requiring SPP to implement FERC Order 755 (generation resource frequency 
regulation compensation) and the market coordination with MISO. The March 21 order granted 
SPP’s request for rehearing and will allow SPP a year after Go-Live (March 2014) to implement the 
two items. 

Marketplace Program Director Sam Ellis said, “Implementing these could have delayed our ability 
to go live by up to a year. This will help us to focus more on the work at hand: sooner realizing 
significant savings through Integrated Marketplace.” 

Go-Live Team formed, gives first approval for TCR Market Trials Phase II 

The Integrated Marketplace’s newly formed Go-Live Team wasted no time in issuing its first 
decision, supporting staff and market participant recommendations to proceed with Phase II of the 
TCR (Transmission Congestion Rights) Market Trials as scheduled on March 18. The senior-level 
team reviewed input from the program’s leadership and the Change Working Group (CWG) before 
giving the final go-ahead. 

Integrated Marketplace Go-Live Team 

Jim Eckelberger Chairman SPP Board of Directors/Members Committee 

Richard Ross Chair Market Working Group 

Jessica Collins Chair Change Working Group 

Robert Janssen Chair Markets and Operations Policy Committee 

Thomas Wright President Regional State Committee 
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The 11-person Go-Live team consists of both SPP and member representatives. It was formed to 
review analyses and stakeholder input before determining whether the various Market Trials sub-
stages and the final Go-Live should move forward.  

SPP’s Board of Directors/Members Committee and Markets and Operations Policy Committee 
approved the team’s creation during their January meetings. A similar process was followed during 
the EIS Market’s implementation in 2007. 

“The team will make key go-live decisions as we move through the implementation of the 
Integrated Marketplace,” said Bruce Rew, the Marketplace program’s executive sponsor and a 
member of the team. “We have been working closely with our market participants and vendors 
throughout this process, and it’s essential that collaboration continue.” 

The Marketplace Readiness workstream has established a set of criteria that should be met before 
the program can move forward with its various testing phases and Go-Live. The objective is to 
provide the Go-Live team with as much qualitative information as possible before each of its 
decision points. 

Two of the 11 criteria for TCR Market Trials Phase II were not initially met, causing the CWG to 
make a “conditional go” recommendation. The remaining criteria were completed to the CWG’s 
satisfaction before the Go-Live team’s final recommendation March 13. 

The Go/No-Go process is designed to be a two-week process, facilitating quick turnarounds. The 
Go-Live team will next determine whether to start the Structured/Unstructured phase of Market 
Trials on June 3, followed by TCR Go-Live, Parallel Operations, and Marketplace Go-Live later this 
year and in 2014. 

Market System’s third release installed, undergoing testing for June 3 Market 
Trials  

As promised, a critical third release of the Integrated Marketplace’s Market System was delivered 
to SPP just before March 8. Program staff have been spending the intervening time installing and 
putting the system through testing in preparation for the June 3 start of Structured Market Trials. 

Concerns over the system’s functionality after the first two releases – particularly with the Market 

Nick Brown CEO SPP 

Carl Monroe COO SPP 

Bruce Rew Vice President-Operations SPP 

Jim Useldinger Chair Operating Reliability Working Group 

Tom Kent Member Members Committee 

Mike Wise Member Members Committee 
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Clearing Engine (MCE) – caused the program to downgrade the Markets workstream to red in early 
February. The system’s functionality has been “far improved” and the MCE is now solving, said 
SPP’s Casey Cathey, Market Trials business owner. But he also cautioned, “We’re just kicking the 
tires at this point.” 

Alstom, the Market System’s software developer, has also installed version 3.0 in its testing 
environment in Redmond, Wash. Alstom will deliver patches and any additional releases in a series 
of waves into August. 

Market Trials Workshop for MPs scheduled May 1 at SPP 

The Integrated Marketplace program has scheduled a Market Trials Workshop at the SPP 
Corporate Center in Little Rock May 1. The day-long workshop will provide market participants 
(MPs) a thorough overview of the Structured/Unstructured trials, scheduled to begin June 3. 

The workshop will include presentations on Structured Market Trials’ entry criteria, the various 
test environments that will be used, and detailed reviews of several of the test scenarios. Table-
top exercises will give MPs an opportunity to simulate a structured-test day and familiarize 
themselves with the scenarios. 

“The Marketplace program involves a lot of moving and very complex parts, so it’s important we 
test the market participants in order to build confidence in the systems,” said SPP’s Casey Cathey, 
Market Trials’ business owner. “With this workshop, we want to ensure market participants 
understand the Structured Market Trials’ goals and the expectations for SPP staff and MPs, from 
June through October (when Structured Trials end).” 

June 1 deadline looms for financial-only MPs interested in Day 1 Marketplace 
participation 

Financial-only players intending to participate in the Integrated Marketplace by submitting Virtual 
Energy Offers and Virtual Energy Bids and/or planning to participate in the TCR Markets have a 
June 1, 2013 deadline to submit complete registration applications. Transactional Market 
Participants (MPs) that miss the June 1 deadline won’t be able to participate in the Marketplace 
until Aug. 1, 2014 – providing they register by Feb. 1, 2014.  

Resource- or asset-owning MPs who missed earlier deadlines for Marketplace registration also 
have until Feb. 1, 2014, to register for participation on Aug. 1, 2014. 

Existing MPs also have a June 15, 2013 deadline for making changes to existing models (both the 
Marketplace and EIS Market). A refreshed model is expected to be released Aug. 1, 2013; no 
changes will be made to either model until the freeze expires May 31, 2014. 

New on the Integrated Marketplace website: Protocols v 13.0, documentation 
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links 

The Integrated 
Marketplace Protocols 
have been updated to 
Version 13.0, which 
includes all Marketplace 
Protocol Revision Requests 
(MPRRs) from versions 11 
and 12, and all MPRRs 
approved during January’s 
Board and MOPC 
meetings. MPRRs from v 
10.0b without Tariff 
language have been 
accepted in black text. 

Don’t forget, the 
Workstream MIPO 
Inventory, the Integrated 
Marketplace Change 
Tracker, and the Technical 
Specifications Inventory 
provide one-stop shops for 
the most recent changes 
involving Marketplace work 
products. 

More information is available 
through the following resources: 

 Integrated Marketplace on 
SPP.org 

 Marketplace Workstream 
Directory (PDF) 

 Integrated Marketplace 
Scorecard (PDF) 

 SPP Customer Relations 
(questions@SPP.org) 

This message was sent by the SPP Integrated Marketplace Program. 

Please refer to the Integrated Marketplace Workstream Email Address List if you have questions or feedback on the 
content of this message. 
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